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I ntroducti on:

Based on additional information now available with regard to the Distler
Farm and Distler Brickyard Superfund Sites, the U S Environnenta
Protecti on Agency has determned that it is necessary to nake changes in
the remedy selected in the Records of Decision (RODs) for the two sites.
Thi s docunent is an explanation of the differences between the remedi es as
originally specified in the RODs and the renedi es as EPA proposes to

i npl erent them and the reasons such changes were nade.

Distler Farm Site Background

Site Description:

The Distler Farm property, a 13.68-acre farmand tract is |located in the
sout hwest corner of Jefferson County, Kentucky, approximtely one mle
nort heast of West Point, Kentucky. The property is bordered by U S.

H ghway 60/ 31W (Di xi e Hi ghway) on the northwest; Stunp Gap Creek on the
sout heast; and by cultivated farm and on the northeast and southwest. It
is approximately one mle northeast of the Salt River and the Chio River
conf |l uence.

Druns and containers of industrial wastes were buried and stored on the
surface within this property in an area of about three acres. This
three-acre area is adjacent to the tree line along Stunp Gap Creek and

| ocat ed about 200 feet fromthe southwestern property |line and about 1000
feet fromthe Ohio River.

Site History:

The Distler Farm Site was di scovered in early 1977 during the devel opnent
of an enforcenent case against M. Donald E. Distler, owner of Kentucky
Li quid Recycling, Inc. In an effort to |locate sites that M. Distler may
have used for chemi cal waste storage or disposal, EPA personnel inspected
the Distler Farm Site in 1977. They reported approxi mately 600 druns of

i ndustrial wastes stored on the surface.

In Decenmber 1978, the Chio River and its tributaries flooded, causing
druns of industrial wastes fromthe site to be scattered along the fl ood
plain of Stunp Gap Creek. A recovery and renoval of 832 drums, containing
chem cal s characteristic of the paint and varnish industry, was perforned
by EPA Region IV and the Kentucky Natural Resources and Environnental
Protection Cabinet (KNREPC). During the cleanup, four drumburial sites
were | ocated. Subsequently, EPA and KNREPC conducted a sanpling programto
determ ne if contam nation of the environment had occurred. Private wells
and surface waters from Stunp Gap Creek showed no contami nation fromthe
site. However, soil in the area of the drumburial pits showed signs of
cont am nati on

Fol | owi ng several studies perfornmed in 1981 and 1982, the Distler Farm
Site was ranked and listed on the National Priorities List (NPL) and a
Renedi al | nvestigati on was begun by NUS Corporation in
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Sept enber 1983. Investigation work was halted for two nonths while buried
druns and waste containers fromthe four burial |ocations were renoved and
transported to permtted hazardous waste disposal facilities. The Renedi a
I nvestigation was conpl eted in Septenber 1984 and confirmed that

contam nated soil and groundwater are present at the site but have not
noved offsite. A draft Renedial Investigation/Feasibility Study report
(available to the public in the West Point repository) was submtted to
EPA in Septenber 1985 and a public neeting to present a summary of the
RI/FS process and to explain the proposed renedies was held on April 23,
1986. This public neeting initiated a three week public comment period in
whi ch the public was encouraged to review the proposed renedi es and
respond to EPA.

In August 1986, EPA prepared a Record of Decision (ROD) taking into
consi deration comments fromthe public and the results of the RI/FS. The
ROD (avail able to the public in the West Point repository) specified the
remedi al action to include:

-- Excavate contam nated soils to background | evels, renove and di spose
in an offsite permtted hazardous waste |andfill.

-- Backfill with "clean" natural granular soils, grade to existing grade
and reveget at e.

-- Extract contam nated groundwater, tenporarily accunmulate and store
onsite.

-- Transport contamnmi nated groundwater to offsite commercial facility,
treat to background | evels.

-- Rei nj ect uncontam nated water into the aquifer.

-- Mow and mai ntain vegetation and repair any erosion, and nonitor
groundwat er for a period of one year.

Distler Brickyard Site Backaground

Site Description:

The Distler Brickyard Site is |ocated near the Chio River, approxi mtely
one-half mle south of West Point, Kentucky and about 17 m|es sout hwest
of Louisville, Kentucky. It is located on a 70-acre abandoned brick
manuf act uri ng plant property, which is divided by Dixie H ghway (U. S
Rout e 60/31w). Waste storage activities have occurred within a three-acre
area on the eastern half of the property, east of the highway.

Site History:

The Hardin County Brick and Tile Conpany operated the brick manufacturing
plant fromthe 1950's through the m d-1970's.
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Kent ucky Liquid Recycling Inc., founded by M. Donald Distler, |eased the
Brickyard property fromthe owner, M. Thomas Hoeppner, and began
transporting wastes to the site in the fall of 1976.

Kent ucky Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet (KNREPC)
first learned of the waste storage activities at the Brickyard property in
Decenber 1976. In April 1977, the EPA and KNREPC conducted an initial site
i nspection. Subsequently, the Franklin Crcuit Court served a restraining
order on M. Distler prohibiting storage or disposal of industrial wastes
at the Brickyard property. Despite the restraining order, active storage
operations apparently continued until January 1979, when KNREPC i ssued an
Order to Abate and Alleviate Operations. This action pronpted a partia
renoval of drunmed wastes fromthe property. Apparently no additional

wast es were brought onto the property after that tine. Between January
1979, and Decenber 1981, KNREPC i ssued several follow up orders to M.
Distler for renoval of the industrial wastes stored on the property. No
action resulted.

In March 1982, EPA renoved 2310 drunms fromthe site. Sone contani nated
soils fromonsite spills were also renoved at this tine. In March 1983,
EPA conpl eted subsurface investigations to determne if contam nated
groundwat er existed at the site.

Based on this initial study, a Renedial |Investigation began in April 1984.
The Rl confirmed the presence of contami nated soils and groundwater at the
site. Further investigations have confirned that no significant
site-related contam nati on has yet appeared in surface waste, sedinent, or
residential wells outside the property boundaries. Site investigations
were conpleted in Septenber 1984 and the RI/FS report (available to the
public in the West Point repository) was submtted to the EPA in Septenber
1985. A public neeting to present a summary of the RI/FS process and to
expl ain the proposed renedies for the clean-up of the site was held on
April 22, 1986.

This public neeting initiated a three week public coment period in which
the public was encouraged to review the proposed renedies presented in the
Feasibility Study and respond to EPA

In August 1983, EPA prepared a Record of Decision (ROD) taking into
consi deration comments fromthe public and the results of the RI/FS.

The ROD (available to the public in the West Point repository) recomended
the renedi al action to include:

-- Excavate contam nated soils to background |evels, renove and di spose
in an offsite permtted hazardous waste |andfill.

-- Backfill with "clean" natural granular soils, grade to existing grade
and reveget ate.
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-- Extraction and treatnent of contam nated groundwater to background
| evel s and reinjection into the aquifer

-- Mowi ng and mei nt enance of vegetation and repair of any erosion for a
period of one year.

Change in the Records of Decision

The Records of Decision for these two sites required, at the request of
the State of Kentucky, renediation of soil and groundwater to background
| evel s. Background |l evels were defined as the m nimum quantity detectable
by the anal ytical instrunent used. After determining the difficulty of
attai ning the required background | evel s, USEPA assessed alternate
clean-up levels that would still attain the sane degree of health

prot ection.

To determne alternate cleanup | evels, drinking water standards were
utilized, and a Soil Renedi ation Study was prepared for each of the
Distler sites. These two studies cal cul ated what soil concentrations woul d
insure that water noving through the soil into the drinking water aquifer
beneath the site would not contain contam nant concentrations higher than
heal t h- based standards for drinking water. The Soil Renedi ation Studies
calculating the soil concentrations required at each Distler Site to neet
this criteria are detailed in Attachnments A and B

Based on Drinking Water Standards and the Soil Renedi ation Studies, EPA,
with the concurrence of the Commobnweal th of Kentucky (Attachments C and
D), is changing the inplenentation of the renedies fromwhat was orginally
outlined in the Records of Decision to require excavatioa of soil and
remedi ati on of groundwater to |levels set by the follow ng health based

nmet hods:

Soils will be excavated to insure that no water |eaching into the aquifer
underlying the sites will exceed the health based val ues gi ven bel ow.

Groundwater will be renediated to the Drinking Water Standards and the
heal t h based Maxi mum Concentration Limts given bel ow.

The health based groundwater |evels are as follows:

Heal t h Based
Cont ani nant Cont ami nant Concentration of ppb (udg/kq)
arsenic 50
chrom um 50
| ead 50

2—-but anone 170



trans-1, 2—di chl or oet hene 70

1,1, 1-tri chl or oet hane 200

trichl or oet hyl ene 5

benzene 5

t ol uene 2000

1, 1-di chl or oet hyl ene 7
This change in the Records of Decision will still require the excavation

of heavily contam nated soil at the Distler Brickyard site. However, soi
concentrations at the Distler Farmsite are below the levels that would
cause groundwat er concentrations to be greater than drinking water
standards. For this reason, along with a determ nation fromthe Agency for
Toxi ¢ Substances and Di sease Registry (ATSDR) that the concentrations on
site pose no threat to the public in the event of direct contact
(Attachrment E), it was determ ned that no soil excavation would be
necessary at the Distler Farmsite.

Groundwater treatnent will still be necessary at both of the sites.

Comments fromthe Public

The public may submt witten comments on the foregoing changes until
Decenber 2, 1988. Comments will be summarized and responses provided in a
Responsi veness Sunmary that will be placed in the Information Repositories
and Administrative Records of each site. The public can send comments to
or obtain further information from

Felicia Barnett, Project Manager
Super fund Branch, NSMS
US EPA, Region |V
345 Courtland Street
Atl anta, Georgia 30365
(404) 347-7791



